
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

PRELUDE     
Welcome and Announcements 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The sign of the cross ☩ may be made in remembrance of Baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the 

name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

 

Righteous God, we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. Amen. 

 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when  

we fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name  

of ☩ Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

HYMN #413   Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty   vs. 1, 2, 4 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal 

Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us 

steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into 

your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

W O R D                                                        

FIRST READING ~ Genesis 1:1-2:4a  

 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from  

God swept over the face of the waters. 
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 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the 

light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 

separate the waters from the waters.” So, God made the dome and separated the 

waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And 

it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the second day. 

 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 

place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, 

and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it 

was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding 

seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And 

it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, 

and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 

from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 

and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it 

was so. God made the two great lights — the greater light to rule the day and the 

lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky 

to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 

birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So, God created the great 

sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 

waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 

good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 

seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was 

morning, the fifth day. 

 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 

and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 

God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every 

kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw 

that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 

likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds  

of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 

every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So, God created humankind in his 

image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 

the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, 



“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the 

earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to 

every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 

on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 

for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 

was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Thus, the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the 

seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh 

day from all the work that he had done. So, God blessed the seventh day and 

hallowed it, because on it, God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

 

SECOND READING ~ 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree 

with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet 

one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

GOSPEL ~ Matthew 28:16-20 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And 

Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

THE SERMON     Pastor Scott Ludford 

 

HYMN #412     Come, Join the Dance of Trinity   vs. 1, 3, 4    

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
We have been made God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. 
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 

in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 

third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  (over) 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
…God in your mercy, / hear our prayer. 

The petitions conclude: … in the name of Jesus Christ. / Amen  

 

THE PEACE   Assembly is invited to share God’s peace. 

 

C O M M U N I O N                                               
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION  MUSIC    Jill Sousek, piano 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at  

your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the 

world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our  

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

S E N D I N G                                                  
BENEDICTION 

 

HYMN #673   God, Whose Almighty Word        

 

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Share the harvest. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
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