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BLESSING 
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save 
you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The 
Holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous 
heart now and forever. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished 
us with the bread of heaven that gives life to the world. 
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out 
to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and 
embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen.

SENDING
BENEDICTION
HYMN #629 — Abide with Me
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE — Jill Sousek  
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        WELCOME TO ZION

PRELUDE — Jill Sousek 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
The sign of the cross ☩ may be made in remembrance of Baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,  
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet 
we stray from your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of 
oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful 
promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We 
reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your 
steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have 
broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ 
Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit  
you are set free. Amen.

HYMN #657 — Rise, O Son of Righteousness

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And, also with you.

 23rd Sunday  
after Pentecost  

NOVEMBER 16, 2025



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing 
is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that 
with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is 
temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD
FIRST READING — Malachi 4:1-2a 
See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant 
and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them 
up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 
branch. But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness 
shall rise, with healing in its wings.

SECOND READING — 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to keep away from believers who are living in idleness and 
not according to the tradition that they received from us. For you 
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when 
we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying 
for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we 
might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have  
that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even 
when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone 
unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you  
are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work.  
Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus  
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.  
Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL — Luke 21:5-19 
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned 
with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said,  

“As for these things that you see, the days will come when not  
one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be  
the sign that this is about to take place?” And he said, “Beware  
that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name  
and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.

“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; 
for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow 
immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes,  
and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be  
dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you;  
they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be 
brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will 
give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to 
prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words and  
a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand  
or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers,  
by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death.  
You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your 
head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDRENS' SERMON
THE SERMON — Pastor Scott Ludford
HYMN #785 — When Peace Like a River
APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Petitions conclude… name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

THE OFFERING


