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committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask 
Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them, “Do you 
want me to release for you the King of the Jews?ˮ For he realized it was out of 
jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred 
up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them 
again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the 
Jews?ˮ They shouted back, “Crucify him!ˮ Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil  
has he done?ˮ But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!ˮ 
So when Pilate saw he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he 
took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent  
of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.ˮ  Then the people as a whole answered, 
“His blood be on us and on our children!ˮ So he released Barabbas for them;  
and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

HYMN #323  — God Loved the World
SERMON — Pastor Scott Ludford
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE OFFERING
LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional) 

H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC — Carol of the Birds  
       ~ Joyful Ringers  
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep    
you in his grace. Amen.
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament, you strengthen us with the saving power 
of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body 
and blood work in us so the fruits of your redemption will show forth in our 
lives, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever. Amen!

CLOSING SCRIPTURE —Isaiah 53
Please leave the Sanctuary in quiet reflection.
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PRELUDE — What Wondrous Love Is This  
      ~ Joyful Ringers
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this night we gather for a commemorative meal. 
We will be given words of forgiveness, hope, and courage. We will receive the 
blessing of the One who will give up all for us. Come to this time of feasting when 
we pray the Lord enters our hearts and prepares us for the banquet. Amen. 

C O N F E S S I O N  &  F O R G I V E N E S S
The sign of the cross ☩ may be made in remembrance of Baptism.
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle 
against sin, death, and the devil — all that keeps us from loving God and each 
other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and 
giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God 
and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with 
God and with one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what  
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake  
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

HYMN #340 — A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth  
       [VERSES 1 & 2]

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment 
in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

MUSIC — The Cross at Gethsemane ~ Joyful Ringers

F O C U S  T E X T
Exodus 31:18, 32:1-14 
When God finished speaking with Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two 
tablets of the covenant, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God.
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who 
shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.ˮ  Aaron said to them, “Take off 
the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, 
and bring them to me.ˮ  So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and 
brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast 
an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you 
up out of the land of Egypt!ˮ When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and 
Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD.ˮ  
They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of 
well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.
The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 
out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside 
from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a 
calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods,  
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ˮ The LORD said to 
Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so 
that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I 
will make a great nation.ˮ
But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil 
intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them 
from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and 
do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your 
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply 
your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I 
will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ˮ And the LORD 
changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.ˮ  In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.ˮ  For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.

Mark 15:6-14, Matthew 27:24-26  
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom 
they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had 
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