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WELCOMING ALL, GROWING & SHARING GOD’S LOVE

N
‘HEALTH MINISTRY

ZION COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE
ZION’s next Blood Drive will be held Mon., April 15
from 1:30 to 5:30 PM in the Church Narthex. You may
give blood every 56 days! Save your donation gift for our

ZION Dirive. It’s simple and easy! Bl 6 d

What to do before:
@ Eat iron rich foods for many days in
advance. DRIVE
® Receive a call for an appointment from our Health
Ministry committee, the Blood Center, or check here

at ZION when the schedule becomes available.
® Before arriving, hydrate and eat well the day of the drive.

Appointment: (takes less than 1 hour — especially if you
answer questions ahead of time online.)
® Bring picture ID — (Driver’s License).
® Answer questions and check the medication list ahead
of time online. Directions will follow in church
announcements before our blood drive on how to do
this before coming to your appointment. If you
cannot do this beforehand, you can do this as you
enter ZION for your appointment.
® Temperature, blood pressure and hemoglobin checked.
® Give blood. (Takes about 10-15 minutes.)
® Drink juice and eat snacks for 10-15 minutes before
leaving to ensure you are feeling OK.

Give the gift of life! ZION members, give your pint of
blood to help save up to three lives. There is a nationwide
shortage right now. Be a hero, make your appointment to
give blood, and help save lives! All blood drawn stays in
surrounding communities! ZION’s Health Ministry
committee thanks you. R

“Gracious words are a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul an healing to the bones.”

CHOICE DOLLARS

DONATE THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
a Congratulations ZION Lutheran Church! In 2023,
W ZION received $2,756 in Thrivent Choice Dollars
grant funding. We encourage eligible Thrivent members to
direct their remaining 2023 Choice Dollars by March 31
to ZION. Thanks for your continued partnership in 2024! R
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— Proverbs 1624

ZLCW

PERSONAL CARE KITS f)
During Lent, ZION Lutheran Church Women

(ZLCW) would like to provide this opportunity C\)
for all members to contribute to personal care kits

for Lutheran World Relief (LWR).

When families find their homes destroyed or must flee
for their safety, soap, and a towel rarely what they carry.
Arriving in a refugee camp or other safe place, they are
scared, vulnerable, and dirty from the travel. The items
included in a Personal Care Kit provide much-needed
self-care, critical germ-fighting, and the chance to regain
dignity amidst situations of fear and uncertainty.

When choosing items for personal care Kits,
please follow these guidelines:
v Give new items only.
v/ Do not donate items that have any religious
symbols, messages, or ZION’s name on any item.
v/ Do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag,
patriotic or military symbols, or references to the
armed forces, including camouflage.

The following are needed for each Personal Care Kit:

v One light-weight bath-size towel (20"x40" to 27"x52")
Dark-colored recommended.

v/ Two or three bath-size bars of soap (8-9 0z.) of any
brand, in original wrap, no mini or hotel-size bars.

v’ One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging

v One sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed combs)

v One metal nail clipper.

A plastic container is provided for items to be placed in,
under the bulletin board near the elevator. Thank you for
your contributions to this worthwhile cause. If you have
any questions, contact Karen Childs at 715.526.2445
or Dorothy Eidahl at 715.526.2650. R

ZION MISSION QUILTERS ¥ (@
We need large pieces of fabric and bed sheets for the quilt
tops and backs we make for the Lutheran World Relief.
Please think of us when cleaning out closets or fabric
stashes. If you have any questions, contact Karen Childs
at 715.526.2445 or Dorothy Eidahl at 715.526.2650. R




PASTOR'S COLUMN

As we celebrate Easter, the last
Sunday of March, many of us might
feel a bit anxious and isolated due to
the events around the world and
within our own country. In our Gospel
Lesson for Easter morning, Mary was
confronted by a roller-coaster of
emotions, perhaps like what many of
us face today.

In a very authentic way, Mary
herself was feeling anxious and
isolated. After all, she was coming to
a tomb by herself in the darkness. The
pain Mary experienced was beyond
description. What she had
experienced on Friday was blazing
through her. She had watched as Jesus
Christ, her Lord and Savior — her
best friend, was beaten, nailed to a
Cross, left to bleed and suffocate
alone and eventually die. His body
had been taken down. Joseph of
Arimathea and Nicodemus had gone
to Pilate and asked for it. They
wrapped it in spices with strips of
linen and laid it in a tomb—where it
would stay—all by itself. Then, a
large stone was rolled over the
entrance — sealing it.

What a feeling of loneliness and
despair must have come upon all
those who had followed Jesus,
threatening to swallow them up. They
must have felt so helpless ... so
confused ... in shock. After all, they
had dropped everything to follow
Jesus — their jobs, their dreams and

all their plans.

They had been with Him for three
incredible years. They had heard Him
talk about God and watched Him love
in ways no one had loved before. He
fed 5,000 people with a few fish and
loaves of bread. He had healed the
sick, raised the dead, and made the
insane sane. He had become their
hope amid the despair of this life, the
missing piece of the puzzle, and now
He was dead and gone — forever.
How could they go on? Was life even
worth living anymore? Can you
imagine the darkness, the pain, the
feelings of hopelessness and despair?
Perhaps some of you can. Maybe
some of you feel that way as we look
ahead to Easter.

Mary Magdalene stood outside
Jesus’ tomb crying on that first Easter
morning. She had come to mourn and
show her respects to the One who had
meant everything in the world to her,
but when she got there, the stone had
been rolled away, and the tomb was
empty. Now, she was empty and
alone, but so was Jesus’ tomb. How
could this be happening?

Jesus has experienced the ultimate
isolation Himself — when hanging on
the Cross, He cried out: “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” He
did that for us, whatever we are going
through; He has compassion and
empathy. So, again, how are we to

celebrate Easter in
these isolated and
anxious times?

We focus on the
fact that Jesus comes
to us in our loneliness
Jesus comes to us in
our tears, in our fear
and anxiety. He stands among us, as
He is doing right now, and lovingly
and compassionately whispers:
“Peace be with you!” Even though it
may not seem like it, things will be
alright. And that is because Jesus
Christ has risen from the dead! Jesus
swallowed up death in victory! The
tomb is empty! God is with us always
and forever, and that is all that matters
when it comes down to it.

The world we once knew may
seem a distant memory this Easter,
but we are not alone. Our hope is
Jesus’ triumph over the darkness
and the loneliness of death. It brings
us new life if we will believe. It
overcomes our isolation and fear,
for we are not alone!

I invite you to actively participate
as we go through Lent, Holy Week,
and Easter. If you cannot worship in
person, I invite you to worship via
YouTube. May God bless you and
your family in these troubling days,
and may you feel the peace our
Savior offers us! R

In God’s ministry,

™ Pustor Scatt Yydford

LENT & HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULES

............ Wed., March 20, Worship: 11 AM & 6 PM; Lenten Supper: 4:30 PM
PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES .... Sat., March 23 at 5 PM, Sun., March 24 at 8 AM & 10:30 AM

LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICE

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

................. Thurs., March 28 at 6 PM
......... Fri., March 29 at 1 PM & 6 PM

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE .... (No Saturday service), Sun., March 31 at 8 AM & 10:30 AM

LENTEN WORSHIP
MID-WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES

Everyone has been raving about Pastor Ludford’s sermons for
Lenten Wednesday worship services! ZION heard Lazarus talk
about his two sisters and how Jesus changed their family. The
second week, Pastor Ludford played Bartimaeus. You won’t want
to miss these Lenten Worship Services or watch on YouTube. R

PRAYER VENTURES

These new daily petitions are guides to prayer for ECLA

our website at

global, social and outreach ministries, our neighbors,
communities and the world. Visit Prayer Ventures on
shawanozion.org/prayer-ventures.php. R
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https://www.crosswayscamps.org/rentals
http://shawanozion.org/prayer-ventures.php
http://shawanozion.org/prayer-ventures.php

EASTER STEWARDSHIP
RESURRECTION RESET

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized

into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore

we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory

of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”
— ROMANS 6:3-4

Christ is Risen! Risen, indeed! Alleluia! The triumphant
words we cherish every Easter signal more than just Jesus’
victory over the grave. They announce for us the end of
deadness and the start of a new life, a fresh beginning, in
our earthly pilgrimage. Jesus was raised from the dead so
that we, too, might walk in the newness of life.

From Jesus’ resurrection, our lives take on a new path, a
turn away from the values and precepts of the world and
toward the kingdom of God. As we journey, our lives
progressively align with the purposes and mission of God.
The implications are many for a steward-disciple of our Lord.
As we walk in the newness of life, we find ourselves ...
® Re-examining our relationship to “stuff” —
our money, possessions, and the things that might
give us a sense of security or worth. Jesus is our
security and our worth.
® Drawing closer to family and friends. True wealth is
measured by the love we give and receive. Our lives
effervesce with the love we receive from God.
® Contributing more to church and charity. Jesus frees
us from possessions’ grip on us so we can give
more freely.
® Gathering into our lives what Paul calls the fruits of
the spirit: “Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”
— GALATIANS 5:22-23
May your lives as steward-disciples take a resurrection
reset. Christ is risen! Risen indeed! Alleluia! R

ZION YOUTH

SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS SING
Sunday School students will be singing at 10:30 AM
Worship services on April 14 and May 12. R

CROSSWAYS CAMPS
FACILITY RENTALS AVAILABLE

Crossways Camps are open for rentals, from small groups
to large events, day use or overnights, congregational groups
or families. We are taking 2024 reservations. Rental options
include facilities to fit your size and event with optional meal
service. We are grateful to be your gathering place. Learn
more about our various buildings and a space to fit your

needs at https://www.crosswayscamps.org/rentals. R
WEE CARE

COOKIE SALES

Our March cookie sale earned Wee Care $719. Wow! Thank
you to our Congregation and friends, it is one of the most
significant sales yet. The following cookie sale will be the
frosted maple cookies. It all will happen on April 6 to 7.
Thank you to Bob Hass for the maple syrup donation. R

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
There’s still time for youth grades 7-12 to
register for the National Youth Gathering

in New Orleans on July 16-20. Registration B
forms are at the Info Desk and may be left at the

church office. For questions, call Curt at 715.853.4999. R

PANCAKE & PORKIE EASTER BREAKFAST
Fundraiser for ZION Youth going to New Orleans for the
National Youth Gathering. All You Can Eat:
Pancakes, sausage, applesauce, coffee, milk
and juice. Sun., March 31 from 8-11 AM

in the Fellowship Hall. Free will offering R.

DONATIONS

March also brought in two large donations of food. One was
from Cornerstone Chiropractic & Wellness. They collected
food and cash during February, which resulted in a van full
of boxes packed with food. The second was from saYPro.
They collected 1,550 food items and donated a $350
Charlie’s County Market gift certlﬁcate Because of the
hardworking and . :
thoughtful people of
saYPro, our pantry
shelves are well-
stocked, and the
children will benefit
greatly. The number
of bags we pack has s
been steadily 1 1ncreasmg and currently stands at 82 per
week. The need is growing, and you have all helped fill the
bags. Thank you again. R

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

SPRING CLEANUP N7

Consider helping with Spring cleanup
at ZION. as the date is
Sat., April 6 (Rain date: Sat., April 20). ZION

Property committee appreciates everyone’s help this year! R

MEMORIALS
IN MEMORY OF TED RUDIE
R Jim Yeakey Endowment fund
R Wayne & Diane Bruckner Endowment fund

IN MEMORY OF RACHEL KUSZEWSK
R Mike & Dorothy Eidahl Music fund

PRAYER VENTURES

These new daily petitions are guides to prayer for ECLA
global, social and outreach ministries, our neighbors,
communities and the world. Visit Prayer Ventures on our
website at shawanozion.org/prayer-ventures.php. R
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HEALTH MINISTRY

SAM25 MEAL

The Health Ministry committee had a busy February. We
brought a meal to the SAM25 Shelter for the people who
were staying there on Feb. 12. Ann Johnson, Joyce Phalen
and Nancy Schultz served 22 people at SAM25 that
evening. They were appreciative and thanked us. R

LENTEN SUPPER SERVED

The Health Ministry committee chose to serve the Lenten
Supper on Feb. 14, on Ash Wednesday. At ZION, we
served 70+ parishioners. We used the money left from
Thrivent to purchase both meals from Charlie’s County
Market, and after the donations, there was no cost to the
Health Ministry committee. Ginny Vraney, Ann Johnson,
Kathy Beyer, Joyce Phalen, and Nancy Schultz served
this meal. Thank you all who attended our supper and for
your generous donations. R

CROSSWAYS CAMPS
FACILITY RENTALS AVAILABLE

Crossways Camps are open for rentals, from small groups
to large events, day use or overnights, congregational groups
or families. We are taking 2024 reservations. Rental options
include facilities to fit your size and event with optional meal
service. We are grateful to be your gathering place. Learn
more about our various buildings and a space to fit your

needs at https://www.crosswayscamps.org/rentals. R
WEE CARE

COOKIE SALES

Our March cookie sale earned Wee Care $719. Wow! Thank
you to our Congregation and friends, it is one of the most
significant sales yet. The following cookie sale will be the
frosted maple cookies. It all will happen on April 6 to 7.
Thank you to Bob Hass for the maple syrup donation. R

DIAPER DRIVE - HELP US FILL THE BOX
The Health Ministry committee is sponsoring a Diaper
Drive the month of April. Please help us to fill the box in
the Narthex with baby diapers sizes 3-7. The diapers will
be going to the Snuggled with a Hug Diaper Bank which
supports families struggling financially to purchase diapers
for their infant or toddlers. The diaper bank happens twice
a month at the First Presbyterian Church in Shawano.
Currently there are 150 families enrolled in the program
here in the Shawano area. Thank you for your support. R

NEW LIBRARY BOOK

THE WINGS OF POPPY PENDLETON*

by Melanie Dobson

On the eve of Poppy’s fifth birthday in 1907, her parents
tucked her safely in bed, where she listened to her parents
entertain New York’s elite in their Thousand Islands castle.
The following day, she is gone, and her father is found dead
in his smoking room. Desperate to see her daughter — or at
least find out what happened to her — Amelia Pendleton
struggles to move on with her devastated life. Fast forward
to 1922. Though Chloe Ridell lives in the shadows of
Poppy’s castle, which is now in ruins, she has little interest
in the mystery that still captivates tourists and locals alike.
She focused on preserving the island she inherited from
her grandparents and reviving their vintage candy shop.
Until the day a girl named Emma shows up on Chloe’s
doorstep with few possessions and saves a tattered
scrapbook that connects her to the Pendleton family. When
a reporter arrives at Chloe’s store, asking questions about
her grandfather, Chloe decides to help him dig into a past
she thought best left buried. The haunting truth about Poppy,
they discover, could save Emma’s life, so Chloe and Logan
must work together to investigate what happened long ago
on Koster Isle precisely. R

*This book was given to ZION’s Library in memory of
Carol Webster, mother of ZION member Tom Webster.

DONATIONS

March also brought in two large donations of food. One was
from Cornerstone Chiropractic & Wellness. They collected
food and cash during February, which resulted in a van full
of boxes packed with food. The second was from saYPro.
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stocked, and the
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greatly. The number
of bags we pack has been steadily increasing and currently
stands at 82 per week. The need is growing, and you have
all helped fill the bags. Thank you again. R

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

SPRING CLEANUP N7

Consider helping with Spring cleanup
at ZION. as the date is
Sat., April 6 (Rain date: Sat., April 20). ZION

Property committee appreciates everyone’s help this year! R

MEMORIALS

IN MEMORY OF TED RUDIE
R Jim Yeakey Endowment fund
R Wayne & Diane Bruckner Endowment fund

IN MEMORY OF RACHEL KUSZEWSK
R Mike & Dorothy Eidahl Music fund

PRAYER VENTURES

These new daily petitions are guides to prayer for ECLA
global, social and outreach ministries, our neighbors,
communities and the world. Visit Prayer Ventures on our

website at shawanozion.org/prayer-ventures.php. R
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ZION PRAYER CHAIN

Prayer is powerful! The telephone Prayer pER C.
Chain here at ZION has existed for 25+
years. | inherited it when Rita Lemke

wanted to step down as a captain 15 years gm e =
ago. We then added it to the Health Ministry

committee to help members meet their spiritual needs.

It has been restructured over the years, going from two
daytime chains and one evening chain to only two daytime
chains. In February, the new prayer chains were created
from last year’s lists, new preferences, and the most recent
Time & Talent sign-up sheets.

The prayer chain works like this: Eileen Elertson
(715.526.3500) and Winnie Preston (715.851.9576) are
our two co-captains, each with their team. You may call
them to request prayers for you, your family, friends, and
relatives who may or may not necessarily belong to ZION.
They write down the request received: name of the caller,
name to pray for, and request in the exact words given.
Each co-captain calls the first person on her list. The
spelling of the names and precise words are written down
by the receiver and repeated for accuracy. Then, that
person prays and calls the next one on the list. Nothing can
be changed or added to the message. If the next person is
not home, a voicemail is left. Then, the caller must call the
next person on the list, etc. The last person calls the co-
captain to say the prayer chain is complete.

Some side rules: If you find a prayer request on your
answering machine, you pray because the person before
you made the following call already. If the request has been
made by and is for someone on your list, you skip that
person and call the next one listed. It is important to keep
calling those on your list until you talk to someone,
keeping the chain unbroken. Once the calls are complete,
you will keep the person prayed for in your daily prayers
for the next two weeks. Everyone on the two prayer chains
has already been mailed the new lists for this year, with a
copy of the procedure and rules to follow attached. If you
are interested in being on a prayer chain, fill out the Time
& Talent sheet next fall or call a co-captain to add you to
the list. In this age of cell phones, even our snowbirds can
be on a team. Keep your prayer requests coming! Prayer is
powerful when many are doing it! R

~ Ginny Vraney, Health Ministry committee

RELAY FOR LIFE

The American Cancer Society Relay for Life of
Shawano-Menominee will take place on Sat., Apr. 6, from
9 AM to 3 PM at the Shawano Community High School.
We welcome you to join the ZION Walkers or drop by to
give your support. Many ZION Walkers have been affected
by cancer or are fighting cancer. Our Relay of Life brings
together a community of like-minded survivors, caregivers,
volunteers, and participants who believe the future can have
less cancer and more birthdays. The Am Vets color guard
present the colors as the National Anthem is sung. Then,

an extraordinary survivor’s and caregiver’s lap will begin
at 9:10 AM. A luminaria ceremony honoring cancer
survivors and remembering those lost to cancer takes place
at Noon. The theme is the Olympics: Celebrate, Cure,
Remember, Hope, and Fight Back. Activities include
food, basket raffles, children’s and adult games, and a DJ.
There will also be many more surprises! To join the
millions who are fighting cancer, register online to join
ZION Walkers or donate at www.relayforlife.org/shawano-
menomineewi. Envelopes for donations are in the ZION
FOCUS and the church bulletins. Checks can be made out
to the American Cancer Society and left in the office.
Questions, call Kathy Beyer at 715.853.2464 or Dolly
Burdick at 715-799-4029. R

UNITED WAY

Shawano Area United Way is grateful for the community’s
generous support. This year, Shawano Area United Way
will give $41,000 to help 18 non-profit organizations
with projects here in Shawano County, which is only
possible with generous donors from the Shawano area. The
following non-profit organizations receiving funding: Big
Brothers Big Sisters-Shawano, Boys & Girls Club of
Shawano, Bridge the Gap for Autism, Community
Alternatives, Curative Connections, Family Services,
Junior Achievement, Lutheran Counseling & Family
Services of WI, Navarino Nature Center, Red River Riders
Therapeutic Horseback Riding, Inc., Safe Haven, SAFPARC,
Salvation Army, Shawano Area Food Center, SAM25
Shelter, Shawano Literacy Council, Shawano Menominee
Resiliency Coalition and the F.R.E.S.H. Project.

Shawano Area United Way is celebrating 55 years. Our
non-profit organization helps support and raise funds for
other non-profit organizations within our county. We all
know that education, financial stability, and health are the
building blocks for a better life and a stronger community.
Combining all three pieces creates the foundation for a
county full of opportunity for everyone. Our last campaign
focused on “United in purpose, we can make a difference.”
Our goal is to mobilize the power of individuals who live
within our communities to identify health and human
needs while securing the resources allowing individuals
and families to achieve their potential through education,
financial stability, and healthy lives. Funding raised here
stays here. If you would like to support the work of our
non-profits, please donate at shawanoareaunitedway.org.
United in Purpose, we can make a difference for those in
our communities who are struggling and need assistance.
They may have lost their jobs or homes or just given up on
hope. Consider volunteering or donating today! R
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