APOSTLES' CREED
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

.. God of grace, hear our prayer.
The petitions conclude... in the name of Jesus Christ ... Amen.

THE OFFERING

COMMUNION

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER (rrabitionat
COMMUNION VOLUNTARY — Jill Sousek

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill
your hearts; and the life of the Spirit *Fbless you and give you peace. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank
deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors

as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION
HYMN #445 — Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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2nd Sunday

after Pentecost
JUNE 22, 2025

:I/é-n WELCOME TO ZION

PRELUDE — Jill Sousek
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the 7 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors
and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us
with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing
what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us,
break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the
cross of *F Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.

HYMN #638 — Blessed Assurance

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And, also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing
world. In your mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and
defend us from everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING — Isaiah 65:1-9

I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those
who did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that did not
call on my name. I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices; a people
who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and offering
incense on bricks; who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine’s flesh, with broth of abominable things in their vessels; who
say, “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long. See, it is
written before me: I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay
into their laps their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the
Lord; because they offered incense on the mountains and reviled me on the
hills, I will measure into their laps full payment for their actions. Thus says
the Lord: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, “Do not destroy
it, for there is a blessing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake, and not
destroy them all. I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah
inheritors of my mountains; my chosen shall inherit it,

and my servants shall settle there.

SECOND READING — Galatians 3:23-29

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law
until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until
Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has
come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you
are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all

of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL — Luke 8:26-39

Then Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which
is opposite Galilee. As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had
demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live
in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him
and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me” — for Jesus had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times

it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and
shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the
wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for
many demons had entered him. They begged him not to order them to go
back into the abyss.

Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the
demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the
city and in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened,
and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons
had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And
they were afraid. Those who had seen it told them how the one who had
been possessed by demons had been healed. Then all the people of the
surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they
were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man
from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but
Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much
God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city

how much Jesus had done for him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE SERMON — Pastor Scott Ludford

HYMN #843 — Praise the One Who ‘Breaks the ‘Darkness



