PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

God of grace, hear our prayer.
Petitions conclude... name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE OFFERING

MUSIC — Tt Wasn’t His Child
~ Becky Van Buren, Vocalist [8 Am]
— cAdvent Lullaby ~ ZION Choir no:30 am]

COMMUNION
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD,S pRAYER [TRADITIONAL]
COMMUNION VOLUNTARY — Jill Sousek [sunpavi
BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good
fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

SENDING
BENEDICTION

HYMN #267 — Joy to the World J OY
DISMISSAL % !

Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE — Jill Sousek [sunpav]
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Fourth Sunday
of Advent

-
} DECEMBER 21, 2025
WELCOME TO ZION

PRELUDE — Jill Sousek [sunpav]

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

We come with wonder in our hearts at the mystery that God’s grace is for us.
We wonder if God can really do all the work.

We come with wonder in our hearts at the mystery that God is for us.
We are focused on getting everything accomplished by a deadline.

During this season of Wonder, let us remember that God, in love, brought
salvation to us. God’s grace is for us.

HYMN #259 — Fling Wide the Door
ADVENT WREATH

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel.
God brings us joy.

Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
God brings us joy.

God has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
God brings us joy.

We light the fourth candle to declare to everyone that grace brings us joy.
HYMN #248 — ‘People Look ‘East (versk 4]
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Holy God, you gather us together as your people. Help us! Remind us of your
grace and mercy. Help us each day to see your grace-filled beginnings. Hear us
as we confess you:



A time for silent reflection and self-examination.
For times when we fail to recognize that your grace is for us. Forgive us.

For days when we forget that you not only love us, but also that you love all
people. Forgive us.

For the days when we fail to share your love and grace. Forgive us.

For the times we are afraid to tell our own story or listen to someone tell theirs.
Forgive us.

For the times we exclude people from the community into which you draw us.
Forgive us.

For the times we are afraid to follow you. Forgive us.

Dear friends, God is at work in our lives though it might be difficult to see some
days. God’s grace will continually claim, restore, and remind us once again we are
loved. In the name of Jesus % your sins are forgiven, and you are set free to love.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace
and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may
receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

MUSIC — FHeirlooms ~ Becky Van Buren, Vocalist (s Am]
— Joyful Tidings: A Christmas Medley
~ ZION Choir no:30 am]

WORD
FIRST READING — Tsaiah 7:10-16

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and [ will not put
the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore this very
Lord will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a
son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you
are in dread will be deserted.”

SECOND READING — ‘Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel

of God, which God promised beforehand through the prophets in the holy
scriptures, the gospel concerning God’s Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, t o all God’s beloved in
Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God, our Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord

GOSPEL — Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will

bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name
him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her home as his
wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he

named him Jesus.

O COME,

0 COME,

h EMMANUEL
r)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDRENS' SERMON |
THE SERMON — Pastor Scott Ludford gl
HYMN #257 — O (ome, O (ome ‘Emmanul [s. 141
HOLY BAPTISM — Ledger Gene Fischer isarurpav
APOSTLES'’ CREED (sunpav]



