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BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament, you strengthen us with the 
saving power of your suff ering, death, and resurrection. May this 
sacrament of your body and blood work in us so the fruits of your 
redemption will show forth in our lives, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen!

CLOSING SCRIPTURE — saiah 53
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this night we gather for a 
commemorative meal. We will be given words of forgiveness, hope, 
and courage. We will receive the blessing of the One who will give up 
all for us. Come to this time of feasting when we pray the Lord enters 
our hearts and prepares us for the banquet. Amen.

C O N F E S S I O N  &  F O R G I V E N E S S
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call 
to struggle against sin, death, and the devil — all that keeps us from 
loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were 
called at baptism. 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving 
sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess 
our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the 
great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

HYMN #328 — estore in s,  od

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus 
gave us a new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. 
Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to 
serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

F O C U S  T E X T
Exodus 12:1-14
James 1:2-8
Mark 14:12-25
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is 
sacrificed, his disciples said to him, “Where do you want us to go and 
make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” So he sent two of 
his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying 
a jar of water will meet you; follow him, and wherever he enters, 
say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest 
room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show 
you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations 
for us there.” So the disciples set out and went to the city and found 
everything as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover meal.
When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had 
taken their places and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one 
of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They began to be 
distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” He said 
to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the 
bowl with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe 
to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been 
better for that one not to have been born.”
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it 
he broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” Then he 
took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them 
drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again 
drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God.”
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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