
COMMUNION VOLUNTARY — Jill Sousek

BLESSING
Receive the blessing of the Holy Trinity: God calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains 
creation,  bless you now and always. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body 
and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness 
to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BENEDICTION

HYMN #452 — wake,  leeper, ise rom eath 

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE — Jill Sousek 
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WELCOME TO ZION
PRELUDE — Jill Sousek 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all off enses.
Silence is kept for refl ection.

Gracious God, have mercy on us through your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:

Gracious God, have mercy on us through your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for Your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us through your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: 
Gracious God, have mercy on us through your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water 
Christ off ers: Gracious God, have mercy on us through your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and distrusting signs of your healing and hope 
in the world: Gracious God, have mercy on us through your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to 
come forth to life: Gracious God, have mercy on us through your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, 
you have been clothed in Christ’s righteousness. In the name of   Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, 
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen.
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 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
MARCH 15, 2026



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And, also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. 
By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, 
and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING — 1 amuel 16:1-13
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifi ce to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifi ce, and I will show 
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel 
did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have 
come to sacrifi ce to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifi ce.” 
And he sanctifi ed Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifi ce. When they came, 
he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” But 
the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 
made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then 
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not 
chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There 
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send 
and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” Jesse sent and brought him 
in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise 
and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him 
in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from 
that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

SECOND READING — phesians 5:8-14
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light —
for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what 
is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL — John 9:1-41

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDRENS’ SERMON — Pastor Scott Ludford

THE SERMON — Pastor Scott Ludford
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APOSTLES’ CREED

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. … In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

THE OFFERING

OFFERING VOLUNTARY — Jill Sousek

COMMUNION
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER [TRADITIONAL]


