Third Sunday

of Easter

APRIL 14, 2024
= WELCOME TO ZION
PRELUDE — Jill Sousek
MUSIC — Sunday School Students & Loud Offering nosoam
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

The sign of the cross F may be made in remembrance of Baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, the wellspring of grace,
our Easter, and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has
done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for, in the beginning, your voice
thundered over the deep, and water became the essence of life. Adam and
Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation through
the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed
through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool, the Ethiopian official
entered your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

John baptized your beloved Son at the river and anointed with the Holy
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection, you opened the
floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people.
We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you through
the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



HYMN #361 — The Day of Resurrection
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be
your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses
to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING — cActs 3:12-19

[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this,

or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made
him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed
over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release
him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a
murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name
itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that
is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.
In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets,

that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that
your sins may be wiped out.”

SECOND READING — 1 John 3:1-7

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that
it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be
has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we
will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in
him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You
know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No
one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known
him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right
is righteous, just as he is righteous.



This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

The Holy Gospel, according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL — Luke 24:36b-48

Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a
ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise
in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is [ myself. Touch
me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that [ have.
And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While
in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them,
“Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish,

and he took it and ate in their presence.
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Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you — that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds

to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDRENS' MESSAGE

THE SERMON — Rev. Ralph Hankermeyer
HYMN #383 — Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!
APOSTLES’' CREED

PRAYERS ... God of grace, hear our prayer.
The petitions conclude... through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE OFFERING

COMMUNION
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD’'S PRAYER (Traditional)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC — Jill Sousek
BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the
Spirit of Easter hope # bless you now and always. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with
your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and
share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our Redeemer, and friend. Amen.

SENDING
BENEDICTION
HYMN #365 — Jesus Christ is Risen Today! erses1s.4
DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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